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I refer to the Public Petitions Committee (PPC) letter of 11 May 2018 regarding 
Petition PE1664 - Greater Protection for Mountain Hares, seeking an update from 
the Scottish Government on the discussions that have taken place with stakeholders 
to explore the prevention of mass culls of mountain hares including legislation and a 
licensing scheme. 
 
The Scottish Government recognises that mountain hare numbers do sometimes 
need to be controlled for land management purposes – for example to protect new 
trees.  We do not however support large, indiscriminate culls of mountain hares.  The 
Habitats Directive requires that we ensure that the exploitation of mountain hares ‘is 
compatible with their being maintained at a favourable conservation status’ (FCS). 
We also know that the vast majority of people working on land where there are 
mountain hares recognise their importance as a native species.   They want to work 
with us to ensure that mountain hares are supported to thrive in relevant areas and 
that any regulation of their numbers is proportionate and appropriate.  
 
As mentioned in the Scottish Government’s response to the Committee earlier this 
year,an independent Grouse Moor Review Group, led by Professor Alan Werritty, 
was established to look at the environmental impact of grouse moor management 
practices, including mountain hare culls.  The Group will report back to the Cabinet 
Secretary in Spring 2019.  Further details, including details of the work undertaken 
so far, can be found at: https://beta.gov.scot/groups/grouse-moor-management-
group/. 
 
In addition, following the more recent culling incident, Scottish Government and 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) officials have met with stakeholders, including the 
Scottish Gamekeepers Association, the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust, 
Scottish Land and Estates, as well as OneKind, SSPCA, League Against Cruel 
Sports, Scottish Environment Link (RSPB Scotland, Scottish Wildlife Trust, and 
Scottish Badgers) and Forestry Commission Scotland.   Discussions included 
approaches to mountain hare management, existing data on the species, and 
understanding of their current status as well as views on whether further regulation is 
required.  
 
SNH is currently re-assessing the data that is currently available.  That assessment 
should be completed before the end of the summer.  When it is available, the 
Scottish Government will consider it and determine what the approach will be. 
 
If the Scottish Government does consider that regulatory action is required, there are 
a number of potential options available including the  introduction of legislation under 
either the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 or the Conservation (Natural Habitats, 
&c.) Regulations 1994 to prevent culling of mountain hares except for specified 
purposes under licence.   
 
Any proposal for regulatory action would involve formal consultation with relevant 
stakeholders as necessary and legislative change would follow normal processes.   
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